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on the great central plain of Messaria, as well as a
seaplane base on the Limassol salt lake. Surveys were
carried out by naval and air experts and developments are
pending.
The population of Cyprus is mainly Greek, with a Turkish
Moslem minority. The Greek Cypriots are, like their com-
patriots in Greece itself, very politically minded, and the
Greek church in Cyprus, like the Catholic church in Malta,
has concerned itself too actively with political intrigue. A
liberal Constitution was conferred on the people after their
liberation from Turkish rule, but their political and ecclesi-
astic leaders misused their power, an agitation for "union
with Greece" grew jip, and in 1931 some rioting broke out
in the capital, which could easily have been avoided by a little
more, understanding on both sides, and Government House
was burned down. This led to the withdrawal of the
Constitution. The great majority of the peasants, both
Greek and Turkish, were concerned, not with politics, but
with the problem of making a living, wjuch was rendered
more difficult by their backwardness and indebtedness to
moneylenders.
During the suspension of the Constitution, the local
Government nominated Cypriot representatives to assist
in the task of administration, but naturally the demand for
restoration of political liberties has continued, and the move-
ment for union with Greece has been revived. The war,
however, brought immediate demonstrations of loyalty from
all Cypriots, volunteers and material aid 'came from all
sections of the population, a Cyprus Regiment was formed,
a Cypriot pioneer corps were the first Colonial troops in
France. Enthusiasm for the common cause was naturally
heightened by the entry of Greece into the war as Britain's
Ally.
After the war, an instalment of a new Constitution was